
Hi everyone, Your children’s Mid-year Reports have been sent ‘live’ to 

Evidence for Learning EfL this week. Please contact the school office or put a 

note in your child’s Home/School book if for some reason you are unable to 

access these reports online. 

Our bouncy, lovable school dog Arlo has been running his Well-being 

Lunchtime Clubs. Children chat with him and train him whilst developing their 

own communication skills and emotional self-regulation. This is a therapeutic 

session which can lead to Entry Level accreditation in Animal Care when 

children are in the Towards Independence department. 

I would like to thank all the parents who joined us for the Face to Face 

meetings with the Local Authority last week and yesterday. You represented the views of our families 

brilliantly well and I know that as a result, there is a deeper understanding of all the issues faced by our 

children with disabilities and their families. After writing to all the local councillors, MPs and local media I 

have received some very positive support for our residential provision from some quarters which is 

reassuring to a degree. If you are interested to see these responses, support with similar appeals, or 

receive links to the publicly available LA financial information, please request that here: SOS@saxon.set.org  

I hope you have a wonderful half term break and we look forward to seeing your wonderful children 

returning on Monday 27th February, from your Leadership Team 

Updates 

17th February 2023 - Happy Half Term Break 

Family Update 

Headteacher: Melanie Newbury 

Designated Safeguarding Lead: Kim Thomas 

Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads: Melanie 

Newbury & Helen Bowers 

Key Dates 

We have an amazing parent’s recommend 

section on page 4 this week with so many 

brilliant suggestions from a parent who 

has kindly put this together for us.  

If you have any recommendations for 

activities, places or groups that you think 

other parents and /or pupils 

would enjoy, please email it 

to:  

emily.thompson@saxon.set.org 

Parents Recommend  

Fri 17th Feb - break up for half-term  

Mon 20th — Fri 24th Feb - Half Term Holiday 

Thursday 2nd March - World Book Day - dress 

as your favourite book character or in your PJs 

Mon 6th March - Fri 10th March - Explorers 

Learning Conference  

Fri 17th March - Red Nose Day  

Tues 28th March - Explorers Easter Egg-

Stravaganza  

Fri 31st March - break up for Easter holidays 

Mon 3rd — Tues 18th April Easter Holiday 

Mon 17th April - Inset Day  

Tues 18th April—Pupils return to school 
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Thank you Tarka, from the bottom of our hearts 

Today we received some very sad news. Tarka our Therapy dog that has cheered up and 
supported so many Saxon Hill children for so very many years, passed away peacefully on 
Thursday morning after a very long and happy life. 

She was especially fond of coming to school each week and seeing the children whom she 
loved. She was such an exceptionally gentle dog and over the years managed to gain the 
confidence of numerous children and provide comfort in times of sadness and difficulty. She 
had been visiting for 14 years since she was 2 years old and came into school for the last 
time on 1st February.  

We are enormously grateful to Rowan who has so thoughtfully and reliably brought Tarka into 
school to support our children over all these years. Please remember you are always 
welcome at Saxon Hill and maybe now, we can be of comfort to you in these sad times. 

  

We will miss you so much 



What we have been up  to this week ... 

Your child’s midterm learning journey is now live on Evidence for Learning. If you 
haven’t any done so, we recommend you download the EFL Family App. 

Your username and password remain the same. The Domain is 
SaxonHill.  

Further instructions can be found in our website. Call or email the 
office for support.  

https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/evidence-for-learning-family/

Reports are Live 

https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/evidence-for-learning-family/id1584145578


Sleepover Club Highlights 

Pupils have been developing their IT 

skills this week. Some designed and 

made Valentines cards for their loved 

ones, while others designed and printed  

posters to decorate their bedroom walls.  

The boys have made excellent  

progress with their daily living 

skills, now being able to cut up 

their own meals and pour their 

drinks independently. 

We have also been celebrating the birthdays of 

two of our pupils, and the forthcoming marriage 

over half term of Andrea, one of our Residential 

Support Workers. 

We wish her well and send lots of love from us all.  



Parent’s Recommend Special  

1. "Quiet at the Aquarium" -The Sea Life centre in Birmingham has special quiet 
mornings for SEN. The next one is on 5th March.  
https://www.visitsealife.com/birmingham/explore/events/quiet-at-the-aquarium/?
gclid=CjwKCAiAlp2fBhBPEiwA2Q10DyDj7XH4KUKYvQ-
RwPU3L5eW_zqR_fLswioDxhLNA7Q73UijQPr2cBoCn6MQAvD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds 
2. SENsory Playroom in Walsall Wood 
It has lots of activities on during term time AND school holidays. Find on Facebook or: 
https://www.sensoryplaywalsall.com/ 
3. SCAMPS Playgroup 
For any parents who live Tamworth/Sutton way, this lovely little playgroup is in Nether 
Whitacre and is run by a special needs teacher who also works at Woodlands Special 
School. It runs on Thursday mornings even during school holidays. It's never too busy 
and I've made some great SEND mum friends there.  
Find on Facebook, or:  
https://scampsplaygroup.com/ 
4. Fuzzy Ed's soft play at the Hare and Hounds in Minworth just up the A38.  
They have regular SEN sessions including Friday 24th during half term (9.30-11!)  
They regularly post the SEN sessions on Facebook, but you can also find them here: 
https://www.fuzzyeds.co.uk/location/hare-hounds# 
5. Lichfield District children's centre (staffs County Council) have a parent and tod-
dler stay and play for children with disabilities and developmental delays, aged 0-5. 1-
3pm at Charnwood Children's centre. Information can be found on Facebook.  
6. NICE centre for Movement disorders 
This Charity based in Birmingham has helped us so much, from providing conductive 
education to loaning equipment. We still go to sessions now, outside of school.  
Found on Facebook and: 
https://conductive-education.org.uk/ 
7. Simons Heroes 
This Tamworth based Charity helps children with disabilities by providing them with 
equipment, doing bedroom makeovers, and much more. Think family fund, but on a 
smaller, more local scale. 
They have provided us with feeding therapy, a sensory assessment and soft play for 
the home. They are truly brilliant!  
Found on Facebook and: 
https://simonsheroes.org.uk/ 
8. Newlife 
This charity can help to fund equipment such as wheelchairs etc, but also provides 
loans of play therapy pods.  
https://newlifecharity.co.uk/play-therapy-pods/?cn-reloaded=1 
9. Caudwell children 
This charity provides charity funded private Autism assessments and also partially 
funded sensory packs (very cheap sensory toys!) 
https://www.caudwellchildren.com/autism-sensory-packs/ 
10. The Sandcastle trust 
They provide short breaks and days out. They are means tested, a bit like family fund, 
but less rigid on the requirements. They also do other little things, like send out activity 
packs for certain events e.g. we received a baking set and decorations for the queen's 
jubilee.  
https://sandcastletrust.org/ 
11. Marlins magic wand 
They provide free days out to their attractions for special children.  
https://www.altontowers.com/about-alton-towers/community-charity/merlins-magic-
wand/?gclid=CjwKCAiAlp2fBhBPEiwA2Q10D5I8er9UKylNpFnlChE9oBcN5-
vdfyEqXiEHV-L79Gv3d3dC4-U4JRoCpVMQAvD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds 

https://www.visitsealife.com/birmingham/explore/events/quiet-at-the-aquarium/?gclid=CjwKCAiAlp2fBhBPEiwA2Q10DyDj7XH4KUKYvQ-RwPU3L5eW_zqR_fLswioDxhLNA7Q73UijQPr2cBoCn6MQAvD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.visitsealife.com/birmingham/explore/events/quiet-at-the-aquarium/?gclid=CjwKCAiAlp2fBhBPEiwA2Q10DyDj7XH4KUKYvQ-RwPU3L5eW_zqR_fLswioDxhLNA7Q73UijQPr2cBoCn6MQAvD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.visitsealife.com/birmingham/explore/events/quiet-at-the-aquarium/?gclid=CjwKCAiAlp2fBhBPEiwA2Q10DyDj7XH4KUKYvQ-RwPU3L5eW_zqR_fLswioDxhLNA7Q73UijQPr2cBoCn6MQAvD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.sensoryplaywalsall.com/
https://scampsplaygroup.com/
https://www.fuzzyeds.co.uk/location/hare-hounds
https://conductive-education.org.uk/
https://simonsheroes.org.uk/
https://newlifecharity.co.uk/play-therapy-pods/?cn-reloaded=1
https://www.caudwellchildren.com/autism-sensory-packs/
https://sandcastletrust.org/
https://www.altontowers.com/about-alton-towers/community-charity/merlins-magic-wand/?gclid=CjwKCAiAlp2fBhBPEiwA2Q10D5I8er9UKylNpFnlChE9oBcN5-vdfyEqXiEHV-L79Gv3d3dC4-U4JRoCpVMQAvD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.altontowers.com/about-alton-towers/community-charity/merlins-magic-wand/?gclid=CjwKCAiAlp2fBhBPEiwA2Q10D5I8er9UKylNpFnlChE9oBcN5-vdfyEqXiEHV-L79Gv3d3dC4-U4JRoCpVMQAvD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.altontowers.com/about-alton-towers/community-charity/merlins-magic-wand/?gclid=CjwKCAiAlp2fBhBPEiwA2Q10D5I8er9UKylNpFnlChE9oBcN5-vdfyEqXiEHV-L79Gv3d3dC4-U4JRoCpVMQAvD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds













